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What is your call?
Mark 3:1-19 (Cyclic Inductive)
Introduction

1. Interest: According to one of my friends, who is a die-hard supporter of our former Prime Minister, Mr. Lee Kuan Yee is the greatest fortune-teller in the world. Really? His argument is quite simple: whatever Mr. Lee predicted concerning the future of Singapore, it would always come to pass, sooner or later. Well, of course my friend meant to say this as a joke. He just wants to say that Mr. Lee was a great planner, and he made very good decisions to effectively implement all his plans for Singapore.  
Indeed, a leader of a country makes important decisions. And each decision shapes the future of many people. 

2. Need: How about you, future leaders of Myanmar, Mongolia and Philippines? Or some of you may end up just looking after a few sheep. You are still a leader of your community. The decision you make every day may affect your own life, your own future, as well as the people under you. 
 
3. Subject: Dear classmates, do you know that, even when you have come to the Bible school, even when you have committed to serve God full-time, you still have a decision to make: How are you going to respond to Jesus your Master who has called you to ministry in your daily life?

4. Background: This morning, we will reflect on our response to Jesus from the Gospel of Mark. Last week, we had finished chapters 1 and 2. In only two chapters, Jesus has done many things: has began his ministry to proclaim the gospel, has called the disciples, went throughout Galilee to preach and to cast out demons, he healed many people in 4 different accounts. And through these, Jesus was gradually revealing His identity and His authority; He was also gradually challenging the people to respond to Him. And these are the different responses: Firstly, some people followed him. Some were astonished at his teaching. His fame spread throughout Galilee. Everyone was looking for Jesus. Jesus could no longer enter a town. Some were amazed and glorified God. Then all the crowd was coming to him. Lastly, the Pharisees began to ask Jesus some questions… 

5. Preview: Today’s passage is Mark 3:1-19 (text). It will continue with this theme of response, and highlight four different types of response to Jesus, and I invite you to think along in this sermon and to decide: Which type of response will you use? How will you respond to Jesus (purpose)? 
(Transition): The first type of response is found in verses 1-6. 
I.
Some respond to Jesus with stubbornness (3:1-6).

A. Jesus’ call of decision: “To do good or to do harm?” (3:1-4).
1. AGAIN, Jesus entered the synagogue on a Sabbath. Again they (the Pharisees) were there. 
2. Although there are many characters here, let me group them and describe them. 
Firstly, Jesus was the only one speaking. He spoke to the sick man. He asked the Pharisees a question. He was angry. And He healed the man. 
Secondly, there was this man with a withered hand. But he was the passive guy here. He simply received the healing. 
Thirdly, there were the Pharisees. It is clear that the confrontation is between Jesus and the Pharisees. And that is where we should pay attention here. Interesting, the Pharisees also didn’t say anything! The Pharisees were cool. They watched closely. They knew what they wanted. And once they got what they wanted, they immediately went out for actions. And they worked with the Herodians, who were supposedly their enemies too. The Pharisees were very, very fixed and firm. 

3. At the center of this confrontation, Jesus challenged the Pharisees one thing: “Is it lawful to do good or to do harm, to save or to kill?” It is a challenge to decide: to save or to kill? The Pharisees did not choose to rest on Sabbath, they chose to do something: to kill. 
  
B. Jesus is angry at stubbornness (3:5-6).
1. The response of the Pharisees to Jesus was hardness of heart. They were stubborn. They were unmoved by Jesus’s challenge. 

2. Jesus was angry. His heart was grieved by their response. 

C. Are we responding like the Pharisees? 
1. (APP): Let’s stop here and ponder, how about us? Are we hardhearted and stubborn like the Pharisees? We may not actively plot to kill someone or harm someone, but many times, we choose not to do anything. And most importantly, when God challenges us to make a decision, to choose to do the best, our response to Jesus may be equally hardhearted and stubborn. 

2. (ILL): Since I became a full-time student. I constantly feel this struggle. Many times, my church members asked me for help when I was facing deadlines of assignments.  Last year, one cell group member committed suicide, and I really dropped everything to help the husband. I thought I was caring. But last month, another CG member asked me to visit a dying colleague in the hospital. I was very busy, and I struggled. I passed the task to another pastor but that night, I could really feel my stubbornness and my hardheartedness when God challenge me in my heart, “Is sharing the gospel more important? Or assignments?” 

3. (APP): Dear classmates, don’t assume that, just because you are pastors or missionaries, you won’t be hardhearted towards Jesus’s challenge. The Pharisees were also religious leader of the day! 
(Transition): The second type of response is found in verses 7-10.
II.
Some respond to Jesus with our felt needs (3:7-10).

A. The sick people only wanted healing: “Heal me!” (3:7-9).
1. Again, this is the continuous theme, the crowd was coming to Jesus. In chapter one, Jesus’s reputation spread throughout Galilee. After more and more healings, a larger and larger crowd was coming for Jesus. Now, people came from everywhere: north, south, east, west, Jewish and Gentiles. They were all looking for Jesus. 
2. They heard about all the healing miracles, and they came to Jesus for healing. This was their felt needs. All who had diseases were trying to touch Jesus. And you can imagine, so many people tried to squeeze and they almost crushed Jesus… 

B. Jesus heals and has no comment (3:10).   
1. How did Jesus react to this sardine treatment? Was he angry or upset?  No. Jesus healed quite many of them! 

2. When the crowd came to Jesus to meet their felt needs, Jesus met some of their felt needs. Although here the passage does not mention how Jesus evaluated their response, we can imagine that Jesus would look for more positive response from the crowd. 
 
C. Are we responding like the crowd? 
1. (APP): Let us ponder again. How about us? Do we respond to like the crowd? Do we always “crush” Jesus with a list of felt needs? 
2. (ILL): Let us try to count, when we share about our prayer request at the PCG, what do we usually pray for? For example, we pray for provision of money, time-management, children, good grades, future direction, reasonable lecturers, life partners, health, church support, etc. 
Some of these items may sound “spiritual”, but ministry has become our “career”, somehow we may be praying like meeting our felt needs. 
3. (APP): Let’s reflect: Are we responding to Jesus like the crowd, with merely felt needs? 

(Transition): Let move on to the third response, which is found in verses 11-12.
III.
Others respond to Jesus by making mere confessions (3:11-12). 

A. The demons confessed without belief: “You are the Son of God!” (3:11).

1. The demons publicly proclaimed, “Jesus is the Son of God”. But Jesus was not pleased. Why? One reason is, of course, Jesus never accepts the testimony of the evil spirits. The source is wrong. 
2. The other reason is that: in the Gospel of Mark, Jesus kept asking people who were healed to keep quiet. His identity would not be fully shared, until Jesus told them in chapters 9 and 10, the Messiah was to suffer and to serve. Who is the Son of God? The Son of God is to serve and to be the ransom of many.   

B. Jesus is not pleased with mere confession (3:12). 
1. Jesus is never pleased with mere orthodox confession, without a commitment to follow His example to suffer and to serve. 

2. Jesus asked the demons to shut up. Would it happen one day that when Jesus also asks us to keep quiet because we are talking a lot of theology and Bible, but we don’t have a commitment to follow Christ and to serve?  

C. Are we responding like the demons?  
1. (APP): Let us ponder and reflect: Are we responding like the demons? Do we only proclaim mere orthodox confession?

2. (ILL): When I attend the Gospel, Church and Culture class these few weeks, when we think about engaging the culture with the gospel, I have been thinking about my own church and myself. Is my church engaging the culture, making a difference to the community? Do we just add people to our membership, make sure they profess in some orthodox teaching and come regularly? 
When I serve every week, am I just proclaiming some teaching? Or am I committed to serve like Jesus, get involved in the messy life of ordinary people’ lives, and serve them, life impacting life? 
(Transition): We have looked at 3 types of response. Let’s now look at the last response, in verses 13-19.
IV.
We should respond to Jesus by becoming like Him (3:13-19). 

A. Jesus’ call of followership: “Spend time with me and follow me!” (3:13-15).
1. These are the 12 apostles that Jesus appointed. Look at the order of things that Jesus asked them to do.   

2. The disciples were called to come to Jesus, and to spend time with him, so that they might be sent out to preach and to cast out demons. Spending time precedes ministry. 

3. That is exactly what Jesus himself did in chapter 1. Jesus went to pray and spend time with the Father, and then he went to town to preach the gospel and to cast out demons, and he said, “That is why I came.” 

4. In other words, the apostles were called to spend time with Jesus, to be like Jesus, to imitate Jesus in His characters and in what he did. The followers of Christ are to be like Christ in characters and in actions. 

B. Jesus knows his followers intimately (3:16-19). 
1. How did Jesus relate to His disciples? Firstly, Jesus desired them. 

2. Jesus also knew his disciples intimately. Peter, James and John were given nicknames. Matthew was a civil servant, and Simon was from the opposition party, but they were in the same community with Jesus. 
  

C. Are we responding like the twelve apostles? 

1. (APP): Our last reflection: Do we respond to Jesus like the twelve apostles? Are we disciples and followers of Christ? Do we spend time with Him? Do we become more and more like Him in characters, and also in ministries? Do we form an intimate and peaceful community with people around us and also with Jesus in our midst? 
Becoming more like Jesus is the key to fruitful ministry. Do we follow Jesus like the apostles?
Conclusion
1. Dear classmates, you have a decision to make in your daily life. 
(Restate subject): How would you like to respond to Jesus your Master?  
(Review MPs): Are you stubborn towards His challenges? Do you merely want to meet your felt needs? Do you profess orthodox teaching without commitment to serve? Or, do you decide to become a Christ-like follower in your everyday life?
(Main Idea): God has called us into ministry. It is now your call to follow him daily.  

2. (Exhortation to APP): In one of Rev Edmund Chan’s altar calls to ministry, he said 9 out of 10 would drop off.  It really sounds so scary. Rev David Wong in his book Finishing Well also wrote that two thirds of the leaders do not finish well. 
We need to make the daily commitment and decision to follow Christ closely.  
Yes, God has called us to ministry. It is now our call to follow Him daily.  

Questions and Answers
1. “Again” he entered the synagogue? When was the last time? 1:21-29. Jesus immediately entered the synagogue in Capernaum on the Sabbath also, teaching and healing a man with an unclean spirit.
2. How do we understand the dynamic in this section? Is it about the healing of the crippled man or is it about challenging the Pharisees and the Herodians? There is not much characterization of the crippled man. The so-called “conversation” was between Jesus and the Pharisees (who remained silent) – the “mental battle” was between them as well.
3. Why did the people watch Jesus and what did they try to accuse him of? He healed in a synagogue before on Sabbath and in the immediate context Jesus and his disciples “broke one Sabbath law”. He had also claimed to have the authority to forgive sins. 

4. Was there any trick in Jesus’ question? “Is it lawful to do good or to do evil, to save or to kill” seems to imply that there is always an action involved, no matter what you decide. Jesus decided to do good and to save on the Sabbath. “Similarly”, the Pharisees also decided to “work” on the Sabbath: by plotting against Jesus, they decided to do evil and to kill.
5. Why was the people’s heart so hard? They were determined to find some charges to accuse Jesus and to destroy him, and once they got one, they also immediately went out and held counsel to plot against Jesus. (vv.1-6). 

6. Who were the Pharisees and the Herodians? The Pharisees were religious Jews who were very concerned about observing the law (both themselves and others). The Herodians were Jewish supporters of Herod. It is interesting to note that the Pharisees and the Herodians were supposedly enemies of each other. So religious and political Jews were united in wanting to kill Jesus. 

7. Where were the places in vv. 7-8? Would “the many people” in v.8 include Gentiles? Judea, Jerusalem, and Idumea are in the south; east of Jordon is in the east. Sidon and Tyre are in the Northwest. Sidon and Tyre were clearly Gentile towns. Idumea and east of Jordon were also areas where many Gentiles lived (though Jews lived there too).  The “crowd” was clearly growing. 

8. Why was there such “a great crowd” coming for Jesus? They “heard all that he was doing” (v. 8). They were mainly concerned about what Jesus did (healing and exorcism in the context). They looked for healing and they came with different motives and expectations. Jesus did not rebuke their self-interest. But Jesus did not show great satisfaction in such a large crowd either. 

9. Why did the sick people “press around” Jesus to touch Him? (v.10) NTL translation is “eagerly pushed forward”. Their desire to touch Jesus reflects cultural ideas. They believed that bodily contact would put them in touch with Jesus’ healing power. 

10. Why did the unclean spirits declare who Jesus was? And why did Jesus stop the spirits? It is more likely that the demons tried to hinder Jesus’ ministry (1:45), and to cause people’s opposition. Jesus commanded the demons to be silent due to the wrong source of confession, His concerns for timing, and for potential confusion about what this confession might mean.  But in Mark, Jesus also three times asked people (1:44, 5:43, 9:9) to be silent. It was not that Jesus’ identity as the Messiah was to be kept a secret but that it was not to be shared until it was more fully understood, until chapters 9-10, where Jesus taught repeatedly about his suffering and he mission to come not to be served but to a ransom of many. Even for humans, orthodox confession is not enough, Christ wants us to know what He means to be the Son of God (death, resurrection, suffering, serving) and commitment to follow him, to be like him and to do likewise (12 disciples). 

11. Why are we not told about how these people responded? It seems that the Pharisees before this part gave very negative response, and the twelve disciples (whom Jesus desired) were positively learning and witnessing, and here in between the two sections, the evil spirits were creating trouble and people were somewhat “undecided” about Jesus and His gospel, but came for “something”…Their response was yet to be known. 

12. What does it mean by Jesus appointing “those whom he desired”? (v.13) Christ had different “attitudes” toward different groups of people: he was angry toward the Pharisees, he silently ministered to the needs of the crowd (somewhat reserved), he rebuked the evil spirits, but lastly the twelve apostles were those whom Jesus desired and loved.  
13. How did Jesus equip his twelve disciples (v.13-14)? He appointed the twelve, so that they might be with him and he might send them out to preach and have authority to cast out demons. The twelve were to do exactly the same what Jesus had been doing – preaching the gospel and healing the sick (and the possessed), and in the process to demonstrate the authority being given. The themes of God’s identity and authority quickly turn to discipleship. The key is Christ-likeness and discipleship – proclaim and embody the coming of the Kingdom of God. It is also important that being with Jesus comes before proclaiming and ministering. 

14.  What can we learn from the list of the twelve apostles (vv.16-19)? Simon was given the name Peter which means the rock. James and John were given the names “sons of thunder”. And Jesus knew them intimately by giving them “nicknames”. Matthew was a tax collector for the Roman government. Simon the zealot was against the Roman government. I wonder if they clashed and quarreled. But the twelve apostles represent a reconciled community. Jesus did not desire them because of their backgrounds or characters, but He had chosen them to disciple them. 

EO

Exegetical Idea (CPT): The desired response to Jesus should be to follow Him like the disciples rather than stubbornly disobey like the Pharisees, want Him only to meet felt needs like the crowd, or confess Him as Messiah without believing like the demons. 
I.
The desired response to Jesus for the Pharisees was not to be stubborn (3:1-6).
A. Jesus gradually revealed His identity and His authority (3:1-2). 

B. Jesus challenged the Pharisees to examine their hearts and to make a decision (3:3-4).
C. The Pharisees were hardhearted (stubborn) and Jesus was angry (3:5-6).
II.
The desired response to Jesus was not to stop at meeting felt needs for the crowd nor to stop at making mere confession without believing for the demons (3:7-12).
A. The sick people came to Jesus to meet their felt needs (3:7-10).
B. The evil spirits confessed Jesus as Messiah without believing (3:11).

C. Jesus responded to the people and the evil spirits (3:12).  
III.
The desired response to Jesus for his disciples was to follow Him wholeheartedly (3:13-19).
A. Jesus chose the twelve apostles to be like Him and to continue to do what Christ did (3:13-15).
B. Jesus knew the apostles intimately (3:16-19).
HO

Introduction

1. Interest: There is a joke that Mr Lee Kuan Yee can predict the future, but actually he made decisions to make his predictions come true. A leader’s decisions affect our future. 

2. Need: Do you know that you have important decisions to make in your response to Jesus? 

3. Subject: How do you respond to Jesus you Master who has called you in your daily life?

4. Background: Jesus gradually revealed his identity and authority and challenged different people to respond to him. 

5. Preview: Today’s passage Mark 3:1-19 (text) will highlight four types of response to Jesus, and at the end you can decide which response to follow (purpose). The first type of response is exemplified by the Pharisees in verse 1-6…(transition)

I.
Some respond to Jesus with stubbornness (3:1-6).
A. Jesus’ call of decision: “To do good or to do harm?” (3:1-4).
B. Jesus is angry at stubbornness (3:5-6).

C. (APP): Are we responding like the Pharisees? 
(ILL: my struggles of being asked to help during busy time, one good example and one bad example.) 

II.
Some respond to Jesus with our felt needs (3:7-10).
A. The sick people only wanted healing: “Heal me!” (3:7-9).
B. Jesus heals but has no comment (3:10).     

C. (APP): Are we responding like the crowd? 
(ILL: prayer requests among the PCG.) 

III.
Others respond to Jesus by making mere confessions (3:11-12).
A. The demons confessed without belief: “You are the Son of God!” (3:11).

B. Jesus is not pleased with mere confession (3:12).  

C. (APP): Are we responding like the demons? 
(ILL: reflection on “gospel engaging culture” in my church and my ministry.) 

IV.
We should respond to Jesus by becoming like Him (3:13-19).
A. Jesus’ call of followership: “Spend time with me and follow me!” (3:13-15).
B. Jesus knows his followers intimately (3:16-19).

C. (APP): Are we responding like the twelve apostles? 

Conclusion
1. Dear classmates, you have a decision to make in your daily life. How would you like to respond to Jesus in your daily life? (Restate subject) Would you respond with stubbornness, or with felt needs, or by making mere confessions? Or would you choose to become a Christ-like follower? (review MPs) God has called us to ministry, but it is also our call to follow him daily (Main Idea).  

2. (Exhortation to APP): In one of Rev Edmund Chan’s altar calls to ministry, he said 9 out of 10 would drop off. Rev David Wong wrote that 2/3 of leaders do not finish well.  It is our daily commitment and decision to follow Christ closely.  
Yes, God has called us to ministry, now it is our call to follow Him closely. 

